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their   heads, they rnnstered   themselves   into  the
invading corps.

Weakened by the departure of this living
force, the Mormons crossed the Missouri Eiver in a
ferry made by themselves, entering on the great
wilderness, the features of which they laid down on
a map, making a rough road, and throwing light
bridges over streams, as they went on; collecting
grass and herbs for their own use ; sowing corn for
those who were to come later in the year; raising
temporary sheds in which their little ones might
sleep ; and digging caves in the earth as a refuge
from the winter snow. Their food was scarce,
their water bad, and such wild game as they
could find in the plains, the elk, the antelope, the
buffalo, poisoned their blood. Nearly all the malt
whisky which they had brought from Fauvoo to
correct the bad water, had been seized on the road,
and the kegs staved in, by agents of government,
on pretence of its being meant for the red-skins, to
whom it was unlawful for the whites to sell any
ardent spirits. Four kegs only had been saved:
saved by Brigham Young himself. An elder, who
was present in the boat, and who told me the
anecdote, says it is the only time he ever remem-
bers to have seen the Prophet in a rage. Eour